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The infamous
feud between
William
Anderson
“Devil Anse”
Hatfield and
his descen-
dants and the
McCoy family |
may be partly |
explained by a |
rare, inherited
disease that |
can lead to |
hair-trigger
rage. |

Associated Press

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

§{ The most infamous feud in
=1 American folklore, the long-run-
i1 ning battle between the Hatfields
"™ and McCoys, may be partly ex-
1 plained by a rare, inherited disease
that can lead to hair-trigger rage
and violent outbursts.

Dozens of McCoy descendants
apparently have the disease, which
causes high blood pressure, racing

hearts, severe headaches and too
much adrenaline and other “fight or
flight” stress hormones.

No one blames the whole feud on
this, but doctors say it could help
explain some of the clan’s notorious

behavior.

“This condition can certainly
make anybody short-tempered, and
if they are prone because of their
personality, it can add fuel to the

fire,” said Dr. Revi Mathew, a Vander-
bilt University endocrinologist
treating one of the family members.
The Hatfields and McCoys have a
storied and deadly history dating to
Civil War times.
Their generations of fighting over
land, timber rights and even a pig
are the subject of dozens of books,
songs and countless jokes. Un-
fortunately for Appalachia, the feud
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Did disease fuel famous feud?

is one of its greatest sources of fame.

Several genetic experts have
known about the disease plaguing
some of the McCoys for decades but
kept it secret. The Associated Press
learned of it after several family
members revealed their history to
Vanderbilt doctors, who are trying to
find more McCoy relatives to warn

See FEUD on PAGE 5
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DuPage group wants
referendum on ballot

f"l‘

BY ROBERT SANCHEZ

An anti-war group is taking its
push for a countywide ballot
question on pulling troops out
of Iraqg to next week’s annual
township meetings.

But getting Republican Party
leaders in all nine townships to
put an advisory referendum on
next year’s primary ballot could
be an uphill battle.

“I can't wait to debate the war
with them,” Addison Township
GOP Chairman Patrick Durante
said. “I'm looking forward to it.”

DuPage Against War Now, or
DAWN, is mustering supporters
to attend Tuesday night’s annual
meetings, where residents tradi-
tionally can show up and vote
on issues ranging from bud-
getary matters to issues of the
day.

“We're hoping that the people

who feel the way we do — that |
they would like DuPage County |

to have a voice — will show up,”

said Kathy Slovick, the group’s |

co-founder.

Under state law, residents
attending their townships’
annual meetings can ask that an
issue of public policy be put to
an advisory referendum.

If a majority of the residents at
the meeting vote for it, it’s the
township’s responsibility to put
it on the ballot.

DAWN’s leaders are hoping to
use that method to force DuPage
County’s townships to place a
nonbinding troop withdrawal
question on the ballot.

‘The people of

their opinion about whether or
not the war was a good idea,”
Slovick said.

[t's not a partisan issue any-
more,” she added. “If you speak
to the general population, I
think, they would like to express
their opinion.”

Last November, roughly 53

percent of the voters in Downers
Grove Township passed an advi-
s0ry question in favor of
bringing the troops home.

But that was the only town-

ship in DuPage where activists |

could get the issue on the ballot.

In the remaining townships,
the item was rejected during the
annual meetings or not consid-
ered at all

Slovick claims Lisle Township

See BALLOT on PAGE 7
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At least 15,000 inmates could be forced to provide
DNA samples under legislation aimed at clearing old cases

m

By CHRISTY GUTOWSKI

er murder remains one of the suburbs’ most haunt-

ing mysteries.

Kristy Wesselman walked through a field near her
Glen Ellyn home almost 22 years ago after buying a candy
bar and soda at a local store.

In broad daylight, the 15-year-old girl was repeatedly
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stabbed and raped July 21, 1985, along the well-worn

shortcut, not far from where a family barbecued and a

clerk gathered grocery carts.
Gaught by DNA Police never nabbed her killer, despite comparing the Unsolved
Eric Michael DNA evidence he left behind with that of suspects and 15-year-old Kristy
Bruhnsen was in thousands of convicted sex offenders whose genetic pro- Wesselman was

prison on unrelated
charges when a

files are in state and national databases.
A proposal pending in Springfield hopes to crack such
“cold cases” by requiring a DNA sample from every impris-

raped and murdered
in 1985 near Glen

DNA match oned felon to be entered into the state database. Ellyn. Authorities
two years after DuPage County State’s Attorney Joseph Birkett proposed hope the DNA of a
the crime led to the legislation. It expands upon a 2002 law he spearheaded convict will solve
his conviction for that rlcquired all newly convicted felons to submit a DNA the case. “| can't

sample. 4 : "
the rape of a That law did not require the thousands of felons already believe this man did
Gurnee bartender.

See JUSTICE on PAGE 5

it only once,” says

her mother, Sandra.

Horse
racing
help
tossed

‘Casinos paying tracks
‘ruled unconstitutional

| BY JOHN PATTERSON
| Daily Herald State Government Editor

SPRINGFIELD — A law requiring Elgin’s
Grand Victoria and other Chicago-area casinos
| to share millions of dollars with horse tracks has
been declared unconstitutional.

Will County Associate Circuit Judge Bobbi
Petrungaro ruled the law violated the Constitu-
tion by unfairly targeting only the four
suburban casinos and not the five downstate.

The ruling, written last week but announced
Thursday, is the latest blow for horse racing
advocates who've long claimed the industry has
| suffered since Illinois legalized riverboat gam-
| bling. Thom Serafin, spokesman for Arlington
\ Park, said the ruling likely would be appealed

| and the courts would * v1nd1cate the decision of
| the legislature and governor.”
% He and other supporters have argued the
| state owes the horse tracks because they were
' supposed to get a share of the profits from a

' Rosemont casino approved in a 1999 gambling
| deal. That casino never was built, so the tracks
| got nothing. Meanwhile, the casino industry
raked in added billions over the years because
the same 1999 deal allowed dockside gambling.

But the casino gambling industry had been
crying foul from the moment this latest deal
| emerged last year. Critics contended the deal
unconstitutionally raids a successful business
to prop up an unsuccessful one. The owners of
the casinos in Elgin, Aurora and Joliet immedi-
| ately filed the lawsuit.

| The law in question would have required

See TOSSED on PAGE 7

Time capsule transports a select grou

By JAMES FULLER
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Freshly pulled from a 111
year-old time capsule, the motto
on the masthead of The Wheat-
on Star Critic read, “Unneces
sary taxes is unjust taxation.”

Some sentiments never
change in Wheaton.

Buildings, however, do evolve.

Construction workers recov-
ered the time capsule from the
bowels of the old DuPage
County Courthouse in Wheaton.
The building will soon reopen
after being transformed into

your
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| Going Places: Take a walk
along the rural El Camino de
Santiago in northern Spain.

condominiums,

History buffs, students and
local officials gathered to view
the contents of the time capsule
for the first time Thursday after-
noon at the nearby former
state’s attorney’s offices.

Center for History President
Alberta Adamson peeled back
the lid of the metal container.
Latex gloves covered her hands
as she commenced the delicate
operation.

The box, about the size of a
large truck battery, contained
several pieces seemingly geared
toward summarizing commu-
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nity activities in 1896.

Old newspapers — the
Elmhurst Courier, Hinsdale
Doings and Wheaton Illinoisian
— encased photos and business
cards of the day. The Sept. 30,
1896, edition of the Naperville
Clarion advertised hats for 65
cents and men’s underwear
from 35 cents to $1.

The inclusion of the
Naperville paper raised some
eyebrows in the audience, given
the history of Wheaton becom-
ing the new county seat over

See TIME on PAGE 7
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Today’s headiines
* Mustang Sally? You, too, could
vote for Wheaton's new 'stangs.
Neighbor.
¢ Did Lombard override the DuPage
Theatre veto? Check page 3.
¢ Legendary White House corre-
| spondent Helen Thomas at
College of DuPage. Page 3.

¥

p to Wheaton circa 1896

Among the
artifacts found in
| atime capsule
4 from 1896
opened in
Wheaton were a
Naperville busi-
ness directory,
planning docu-
ments for the old
| DuPage County
| Courthouse, a

| list of local Civil

War soldiers and
photos of
prominent offi-
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