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Huck: Old, new worlds meet in renovation
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age of the material.
The old jail c o n ta in e d  

w om en’s and m en ’s cells, an 
a rm o ry  an d  th e  w a rd en ’s 
apartment. It was connected to 
th e  co u r th o u se  by a tu n n e l 
used  by p riso n ers  to  a tten d  
their trials. Anderson salvaged 
a couple of cell keys and a lock 
th a t he p lans to m ount on a 
plaque in the renovation.

L ynette S tu h lm ach er, a 
p re se rv a tio n  a rc h ite c t who 
works on h isto ric  buildings, 
said, “Our approach is to retain 
as much of the original m ater­
ial as possible. We use the term 
‘adaptive reuse.’ ”

The grand staircase, terrazzo 
floors, black iron stair railings, 
granite wainscoting and plas­
ter walls will be cleaned and 
retained.

Over th e  years, m any 
changes were made to the inte­
rior. O riginally , th e  p la s te r  
ceilings were decorated  with 
stenciled designs. In 1906, this 
V ictorian decor was covered 
w ith  a p ressed  tin  ce iling . 
T hen , w hen N atio n al Louis 
University converted the build­
ing to classrooms, the ceilings 
were dropped and fluorescent 
lights added, along with glass 
block windows and central air 
co n d itio n in g . T h ese  layers 
have been removed, exposing 
some of the original stenciling.

“W hen you rep lace  g lass 
block windows, you can’t just 
p u t in M arvin w indow s,” 
Anderson said. “We are match­
ing th e  o rig in a ls  w ith  new  
custom -m ade mahogany win­
dows.”

Stuhlmacher added that the 
orig inal w indow fram es had 
small metal ventilators on the 
b o tto m  sash es so th a t the  
co u rtro o m s cou ld  be v en ti­
la ted  w ith o u t o p en in g  th e

large windows.
“They are unique and very 

beau tifu l,” she said. “We are 
restoring a few of these so that 
people can see what they were 
like. We will be using insulated 
glass to help  w ith  h ea t effi­
ciency.”

Anderson added, “The build­
ing had a unique floor system 
that we have never seen before. 
In the time frame of 1896, con­
c re te  w as a new  b u ild in g  
m aterial for floors. The floors 
were cast in concrete IO inches 
thick, with stovepipes in them 
to take up sp ace . The 
stovepipes are crum bling, so 
its a problem now. We’re taking 
out all the floors and putting in 
new floors.”

The ob jec tiv e  is to rep a ir 
w ha t can  be re p a ired  and  
replace what is missing. Dam­
aged bricks on three sides will 
be re p laced  w ith  m a tch in g  
bricks.

“We have to reconstruct the 
o p en in g s on th e  east s id e ,” 
Anderson said. “We have found 
bricks that match pretty close.” 

The exterior has a com bina­
tion  of brick and  terra  co tta 
decorative elements with a red 
clay tile roof.

"There are different levels of 
re p a ir  n eed ed  on th e  te rra  
co tta,” Anderson said. “Some 
can be patched. Some have to 
be made. New molds need to 
be recast. This is done in New 
York s ta te  an d  tak es  six 
m onths.”

O ne of th e  o u ts ta n d in g  
a rch itec tu ra l featu res of the 
b u ild in g  is its clock  tow er. 
Much of it was reconstructed 
after being struck by lightning 
in 1988. The clock mechanism 
w orks, b u t n e ig h b o rs  have 
com plained  th a t the  tim e is 
consistently off.

“We’re having  th a t fixed ,” 
Anderson said.

The lower part of the tower, 
reached by an existing circular 
staircase, will serve as an ou t­
d o o r p a tio  for one of th e  
residential units. An entrance 
from the parking garage will 
lead into the basement, where 
th e  floor has b een  low ered 
th ree  feet. From there, re s i­
dents can ride the elevator to 
their condominium units.

“The original building had 
an elevator, likely the first in 
D uPage County," A nderson  
said, “but it was too small for 
ADA (American Disability Act) 
standards, so we had to enlarge 
the shaft.”

Not an easy step with walls 
that are 18 inches thick.

From old new spaper w rite­
ups, the team was aware that a 
tim e cap su le  was h id d en  in 
one of the walls. Dan Wright, 
su p erin ten d en t of co n stru c ­
tion, used a metal detector to 
loca te  th e  box, labeled  “J.P. 
Sauer, 1896,” in the northwest 
co rner. They p lan  to have a 
grand opening in March.

A replacement time capsule 
will be included in the renova­
tio n  filled  w ith  o b jec ts  
suggested by Wheaton school­
children.

S tu h lm ach er sum s up the  
work involved in preserving, 
rehabilitating and restoring the 
historically  im portan t b u ild ­
ing.

“We w ork w ith  a h ig h e r 
degree of standards. The pace 
is much slower because it takes 
tim e to find the m aterials we 
need. The work is very m eticu­
lous and time-consuming and 
it has to be constantly checked. 
We still have to com ply w ith 
m odern standards. Essentially 
th e  Old W orld an d  th e  New 
World meet.

“I t ’s n o t a m u se u m ,” she 
said. “It’s going to have life in 
it.”
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she said, and women need that 
escape valve.

One key to her success is the 
injection of a certain amount of 
comedy into her fiction.

“My books have a lot of 
hum or in them. I find readers 
really  resp o n d  to th a t ,” she 
said.

The new book s ta r ts  w ith 
quarterback Robillard’s discov­
ery  of Blue Bailey, a young 
woman he sees on the side of 
the road, dressed in a beaver 
suit and apparently distraught. 
He stops his car to ask if he can 
h e lp  and  th e  p a ir ’s lives 
become intertwined.

T hat o p en in g  scen e  had 
Debby Bodnar, an Anderson’s
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lam es Frontier, a longtim e 
Addison E lem entary District 
educator, has called it quits.

The Addison District 4 cu r­
riculum director has decided to 
retire, effective June 30, after 
holding various positions in the 
district for 20 years.

“I’ve been blessed,” said Fron­
tier, 56. "You don’t mind getting 
to work early and staying late. 
I’ve had fun.”

For Frontier, the fun started as 
principal at Stone School, then 
at Fullerton shortly thereafter. 
When he joined Addison District 
4, the newest technology was 
the carbon copy m achine, he

employee who had access to an 
advance copy, cracking up.

“I’ve read her books for years. 
The best part I like about it is 
they’re funny,” Bodnar said. “I 
love th e  way she p a irs  very 
unlikely people together. She’s 
really good at character devel­
opment."

Bodnar, of St. Charles, said 
she’s known Phillips for years. 
She only wishes, she said, that 
Phillips would be more prolific.

“I’m always teasing her that 
she takes too long to write," 
she said.

When asked where she gets 
ideas for her books, Phillips 
joked, “There’s a warehouse in 
Tulsa.”

Actually, she  w orks in an

recalls.
“I hate  to date  myself, but 

that’s old,” he said.
Now, Think Pad computers in 

tile classrooms have become the 
hot commodity.

He owes the change in tech­
nology in the district throughout 
the  years to m any p aren ts , 
teach ers  an d  school board  
members.

"It’s changed  because  we 
needed to reach out and touch 
the students in the classroom,” 
he said.

Frontier, a W estern Springs 
resident, isn’t clear on what he’s 
going to do after June.

“I’m anxious to learn som e­
thing different," he said. “I’m not 
sure what that is yet.”

office in the Naperville hom e 
she shares with her husband.

“It’s a job. It’s a full-time job. 
I write pretty m uch 9 to 5 on 
weekdays and catch-as-catch- 
can on w eekends,” she said. 
“I’ve been doing this since my 
children were small."

The couple has two grown 
sons and a grandson.

Phillips said her books are 
largely character-driven. G et­
tin g  each  c h a ra c te r  n a iled  
down takes time.

“It takes me a while to figure 
out who the charac ters are," 
she said. “I revise constantly. 
My first IO drafts are un read ­
able. The characters gradually 
are  u n v eilin g  as I w rite  th e  
book. My heroes and heroines

Frontier is the second adm in­
istrator set to leave the district 
this school year.

Pat M asterton , a ss is tan t 
su p e rin ten d e n t of business, 
resigned to take a position in 
Elmhurst.

Superintendent A. Don Hen­
dricks said with Frontier leaving, 
the district will have big shoes to
mi.

He hopes to fill the position by 
April 30.

“This was somewhat antici­
pated,” he said. “The lives he has 
touched have been tremendous, 
and he’s made an outstanding 
contribution to the educational 
landscape in Addison.”
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alw ays have flaw s to them . 
They’re real people.”

Though Phillips already is 
w ork ing  on h er next novel, 
she’s prom oted “Natural Born 
C harm er"  in F lo rida , Ten- j  
nessee, N orth  C aro lina  and  
V irginia since the  book was 
released Feb. 6.

B odnar said  she expects  
Phillips’ signing at Anderson’s 
B ookshop to be a p o p u la r 
event.

“She has a huge fan base," 
she said. "People drive from 
different states to come meet 
her. She sounds just like her 
books. S hes just as funny in 
person.”
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will deliver.
"My cast is really great," she 

said.
W hen the show opens, the 

couple has been married just six 
days, said Antonia Jankowski, a 
freshman theater and English 
m ajor from  Oak Forest who 
plays Corie. The couple begins 
to settle into their new ap art­
ment, which Corie chose.

"Chaos ensues. Neil Simon 
w rites the m ost am azing 
scripts,” Jankowski said. “The 
lines speak for themselves.”

"Neil Simon is known for his 
one-liners, his zingers,” Palmes 
said.

Palm es said she founded 
North Central’s Studio Theatre 
about IO years ago to give stu­
d en ts , especially  first-tim e 
d irec to rs, a " lab o ra to ry ” 
wherein they could hone their 
craft.

“We em phasize the actor- 
coach ing  elem en t and  
de-em phasize the scenic ele­
m ents such as set and  
costume," she said.
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educator set to retire

Sports fans: Turn to the 
Daily Herald for tin inside scoop.

C o rso : Pool water always 83 degrees
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pool.
M anager Missy C ontri says 

you’ll find the w ater to be a 
co m fo rta b le  83 degrees 
w hether it’s raining, snowing 
or simply freezing outside.

The pool has eight lanes and 
is 25 yards in length. It’s open 
for adult lap swim from 6 to 
8:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Thurs­
days. Adults can swim from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 8 to 9 p.m.

weekdays. If you’re bringing 
the whole family, head over to 
the Aquatic Center from 2 to 6 
p.m. Saturdays and noon to 5 
p.m. Sundays for open swim. 
Admission for residents ages 4 
an d  o ld er is $2 an d  $4 for 
others.

“We really fill up on Sundays 
because the word is starting to 
get out,” said Contri. “We have 
a big pool, it’s relaxing and it’s 
the best price around.”

To shed winter pounds and

find fun on a budget, run, jog, 
walk or stroll along the indoor 
w alk ing  track  at th e  
Bensenville Park District, 1000 
W. Wood St.

Access to the track is free 
and hours are 6 a.m. to IO p.m. 
weekdays and 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
weekends.

Seventeen laps equals one 
mile and March 21 equals the 
first day of spring — so get in 
your winter fun before it’s time 
to head outdoors.

G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l 
O p e n  H o u s e
T h u r s d a y .  M a r c h  I .  5 3 0  p m . t o  7 O O  p  m  
C h i c a g o  C a m p u s  A u d i t o r i u m  B u il d i n g  
4 3 0  S  M i c h ig a n  A v e n u e

T a k e  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to m e e t w ith  
fa c u lty  a n d  c u r re n t  R U  g r a d u a te  
s tu d e n ts  L e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t p r o g r a m s  
o ffe re d  at a ll o f o u r  c a m p u s e s —  
C h ic a g o . S c h a u m b u r g  a n d  o n lin e

R e g i s t e r  T o d a y '
C a ll  u s  a t I - 8 7 7 - A P P L Y  R U .
e m a i l  a p p l y R U @ r o o s e v e t t  e d u  o r  v is it
u s  a t w w w  r o o s e v e lt  e d u / o p e n h o u s e

Re X  x s f v f .i x  U n i t  K R s r i  y
C h i c a g o  • S c h a u m b u r g  • O n l i n e  

W W W .r o o s o v e l t .e d u

I NOW I lOIIIOS Colorful guides to homes, builders, developers and designers. Saturday Daily Herald
T P    —  . - j  -  1 — ~~ '""""IL
.  , A  "* * * * ‘I  »

( • H O I  ( )  < O I  K l  I N N  O I  S H A R O N  H U C K

T h e  old D u P a g e  C o u n ty  C o u rth o u s e  in W h e a to n , listed on the N a tio n a l R e g is te r o f H isto ric B u ild in g s , 
is u n d e rg o in g  re n o va tio n s to  re fo rm  it to its fo rm e r g lo ry  and m o d e rn ize  it fo r re side n tia l o c c u p a n c y.
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