MEMORANDUM

TO: Record

FROM: Susan Bishel, Public Relations Coordinator

SUBJECT: January 8, 2018 City Council Planning Session Minutes

DATE: January 9, 2018

CC: Mayor and City Council, City Manager, City Clerk, Department Heads

The Planning Session took place in the Council Chambers, Wheaton City Hall, 3 sley St,

Wheaton, lllinois. Those attending the Planning Session included: Counci rbier,

e, Councilman
nt City
Manager Duguay, Director of Building & Code Enforcement Krei i r of Public Works

Councilwoman Fitch, Mayor Gresk, Councilman Prendiville, Coundi

Scalzo and Councilman Suess. Also in attendance were City Mana

Laoang, Director of Finance Lehnhardt, Director of Engineer r Project Engineer
Tebrugge and Public Relations Coordinator Bishel. The :00 p.m. and

concluded at 7:49 p.m. The following items wef® disclissed:

l. Call to Order
The Wheaton City Council Plannin ion C to@rder at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gresk.

Il. Public Comment

There were no public ¢

Ill. Approval of Novem , 20 ning Session Minutes

vember 27, 2017 Planning Session minutes.

The City Council app he

IV. Bicycle Adyvisory Co

City 4 erzu reviewed the history of the Bicycle Advisory Committee, which was
to

formaghin 2012
City Codejdoes ndt recognize the Bicycle Advisory Committee as an official commission or

e Wheaton Bicycle Plan. While this has been an active group, current
committee. € aff recommends the Council modify City Code to either recognize the group
as a separate commission or as a subcommittee of the Environmental Improvement
Commission.

Bicycle Advisory Committee members Nancy Allured and Dan Dlhy responded to Council
questions by stating they already follow the same format for meetings, agendas and minutes as
other commissions of the City. Ms. Allured stated if the City Council chooses to make this group
a commission, she believes it would be a statement of support encouraging biking in the city.



Council members complimented the Bicycle Advisory Committee for their work over the past 6
years and expressed support for the group becoming a separate commission. Council members
stated they would like the goals and objectives of the proposed commission to be defined in a
way that can be measured. The Council directed City staff to prepare a City Code amendment
for their formal review.

V. Proposed Changes to City Code Chapter 78 — Vegetation (Hazardous Tr n Private

Property)
Assistant City Manager Duguay reviewed the City Council's Sept. 11 disc
vegetation in Chapter 78 of the City Code and the proposed changespre

Based on Council questions about hazardous trees, City staff cons wit ity Attorney
and researched policies of neighboring communities.

The City Attorney stated when a property owner percei bor e to be hazardous or
dangerous, and if the property owners can't re§plve i i eighbor via regular

rs to follow. Assistant City
Manager Duguay stated staff considered w sources would be required if the
City were to become involved in allgwati hazardous tree concerns. Staff

In response to Council i sistant City Manager Duguay stated there would be no
liability for the City if it id

In response to C sistant City Manager Duguay stated currently, if the City

receives 3 ate property tree that a neighbor believes is hazardous, the
City, private property to evaluate the tree. The City will advise the concerned
prope try €@ resolve it with their neighbor, and if the tree is hanging over onto their
property,th rned party can remove the overhanging branches, as long as it would not
cause harm tree in doing so.

Assistant City Manager Duguay stated the City has not had instances of trees falling and causing
injury. City Manager Dzugan stated a property owner can hire legal counsel to send a letter to
the other property owner, and this legal avenue would have the same outcome that the City
would have.
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The Council unanimously supported keeping the City's policy regarding private property trees
unchanged.

VI. Storm Sewer Rate Analysis
City Manager Dzugan stated the 2017/18 Budget shows operating expenditures in the storm
sewer fund exceeding revenues, and the fund balance is below the policy level of 25% of

operating expenses. In addition, storm sewer and sanitary sewer rates have not n adjusted in

more than 10 years.

City Manager Dzugan stated there are two areas the City will neegyto fun al projects to

maintain existing infrastructure, and new storm sewers that could de h sult of
stormwater studies. City staff suggests a $0.10 rate increase an ion of a new flat fee of
$1.50 per month starting in May 2018. The additional reven d to operating
expenses and capital needs. In addition, City staff is pr e staff member from

the sanitary group to the storm sewer group, 4fid cofitfactin onal work.

In addition, City Manager Dzugan stated ro i S not been addressed in a long
e done. He stated in order to
implement the proposed changes, th j d need to amend rates in the City Code.

In response to Council s, City Manager Dzugan stated some
communities base their amount of impervious area in a property, but this could be
difficult to implement.

approximate o of the way done in identifying the systems.

In response to Council questions, City Manager Dzugan stated once the City has completed all
of the stormwater studies in the next couple years, staff will be able to present the data to the
Council to inform the Council with options for remediation based upon certain flood protection
levels the City desires and, as a result, a rate can then be developed to fund these new capital
projects.
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VII. City Council/Staff Comments
Mayor Gresk stated there will be several vacancies on City boards and commissions. If
interested, residents should fill out an application on the City's website.

Councilwoman Fitch stated she would be interested in hearing from the Environmental
Improvement Commission regarding recycling options for the downtown streetscape plan.

«Q

@K\

VIIl. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m.

X
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